
 

NEWCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL 

Clerk: Gareth Hughes 

Sunnyside, High Street, Newchurch, Isle of Wight PO36 0NJ. Tel: 01983 865024 

 

A MEETING OF NEWCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL WAS HELD AT THE PARISH HALL, 

NEWCHURCH AT 7.00PM ON MONDAY 20TH OCTOBER 2025.  

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councillors Bevan, Blezzard, Davison, Rajesh Patel and West. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr G Hughes (Clerk). 

 

                                                                     MINUTES 

 

141/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

             Councillor’s Cripps, Prinal Patel, Jewell and IW Councillor Mosdell. 

 

142/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

            Councillor Rajesh Patel as a member of Shanklin Town Council. 

            Councillor Blezzard declared his previously held positions. 

  

143/25 MINUTES OF MEETINGS HELD ON MONDAY  15TH SEPTEMBER 2025. 

            On the proposition of Councillor Rajesh Patel, seconded by Councillor West, it was - 

            

            RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 15th September 2025. 

 

144/25 TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE FINANCIAL REPORTS. 

             On the proposition of Councillor Blezzard, seconded by Councillor Rajesh Patel it was – 

              

             RESOLVED: To approve the reports. 

 

145/25 IW COUNCILLOR’S REPORT. 

             IW Councillor Mosdell had advised that she had nothing to report since the September meeting. 

                                      

146/25 PARISH COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS. 

            Councillor Blezzard reported on the proposed increase of 3.6% on NALC membership fees, it was  

            agreed to support the proposed increase. 

            Councillor West reported on the reopening of Forest Road which had been achieved earlier than   

            scheduled. She also reported on the continued problem with car parking at the school, in particular in   

            the afternoon school closure period. It was agreed to seek the assistance of the PCSO by his attendance  

            on site with representatives of the Parish Council. GH 

            Councillor Bevan reported on matters raised by Councillor Jewell which included the following – 

(i) Attendance at a meeting in Godshill regarding speeding. 

(ii) The possible introduction of a ‘Suggestion Box’. Councillor’s were of the opinion that there 

was no need for such as residents already had sufficient means and opportunity to advise the 

Parish Council of any matters that they wished to raise. 

(iii) Bollard between Car Park and Playing Field – Clerk to write to Mr J Stevens and the NPS&CA. 

regarding its operation. GH 



(iv) No. 8 Bus Service disruption correspondence – Clerk to write to Colin Rowland at IW 

Council.GH 

(v) Means of recognition of work undertaken at the Community Garden by Phillip Weekes. It was 

agreed to express the Councils appreciation during the forthcoming festive season. 

(vi) Resurfacing of Newchurch High Street – Clerk to write to IW Council. GH 

 

Councillor Bevan reported on Havenstreet & Ashey Parish Council undertaking a consultation exercise 

with its residents concerning local transport requirements. He also advised on the funeral arrangements 

in respect of Mrs Julie Warne, who had been the Parish Hall caretaker for many years until her recent 

retirement for health reasons. 

 

A discussion took place the regarding the possible provision of a community bus service. It was agreed 

to investigate the availability of volunteers via the newsletter and to ask Mr Ian Ward if he could 

provide information for inclusion in the newsletter. GH 

             

           It was agreed to donate £100 to the Royal British Legion in respect of the provision of a wreath for the  

           Remembrance Day Church Service. GH 

          

147/25 CLERK’S REPORT AND PROGRESS LOG. 

             The Clerk had circulated the following report –      

             1.   Tipping at Knighton – No further communication received. 

             2.   Contact made with Island Healthcare regarding the Havenstreet to   

                   Shanklin bus run. 

             3.   E Mail sent to Police Commissioner and Chief Constable requesting clear policy  

                   statement on the enforcement of speeding on the Isle of Wight – Response received  

                   and circulated. 

             4.   E Mail to Vectis Housing re locking of gates at Branstone Nature Reserve – copied  

                   to Councillor West and E mail sent to Natural Landscapes (no response) – E mail   

                   from Ian Boyd circulated, closure for health & safety reasons. 

             5.  Pedestrian improvements update for Apse Heath – E mail sent to Highways,   

                  response awaited. 

             6.  Bin Emptying – E mail to Colin Rowland (copy to Phil Jordan) circulated, awaiting   

                  response. 

             7.  Electricity supply contract for Parish Hall – Clerk to report. 

             8.  Letter from local resident concerning operation of Sandown Airport – circulated. 

             9.  Specification for Parish Hall exterior lighting – need to determine requirements. 

     

             The following actions were agreed GH – 

             Item 2 – to investigate any potential in bus usage. 

             Item 6 – to continue attempts for a solution to this ongoing issue. 

             Item 7 – to accept the offer to investigate options for the choice of supplier. 

             Item 8 – It had previously been recognised that the Parish Council had no means to involve itself in  

                           the operation of the airport. It was agreed to seek the assistance and advice of Joe Robertson  

                           MP regarding the possible introduction of a regulatory process relating to the operation of  

                           airports such as Sandown. 

             Item 9 – To seek a quotation for lighting, (one light at the rear and two in the side passage, lighting to  

                            be triggered on by the opening of respective doors and to be independent of the mains supply. 

 



             

148/25 CORRESPONDENCE 

             All correspondence was contained elsewhere on the agenda. 

                

149/25 PLANNING APPLICATIONS. 

            The following applications were considered –       

            1.Agricultural Prior Notification for hay barnLand At Oaklea Dairy Alverstone Road Newchurch. 

               Ref. No: 25/01489/6PA. 

            2.Retention of roof mounted PV panels on stable building, Woolsack Barns Youngwoods Way   

               Alverstone Garden Village. 

               Ref. No: 25/01493/HOU. 

            3.Retention and completion of extension to outbuilding. The Cottage Hale Common. 

               Ref. No: 25/01494/HOU. 

            4. Proposed alterations to convert existing garage into a bedroom; new bay window. 

                Hope Cottage Alverstone Road Newchurch. Ref. No: 25/01423/HOU.  

             5.Proposed balcony on rear (north) elevation. Grainville Winford Road Newchurch. 

                Ref. No: 25/01351/HOU 

                                                              

               RESOLVED: To make no objection to the applications. 

                                                                                                                                                     

 150/25 PLANNING DECISIONS. 

             A list of decisions received since the last meeting had been circulated. 

 

             RESOLVED: That the decisions be noted. 

              

 151/25 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 2025.  

             There were no actions required arising from the external audit, it was noted that the level of financial   

              reserves included earmarked reserves for grave maintenance and twinning and that the local Council   

             Tax was the lowest on the island. 

 

 152/25 LOCAL COUNCIL TAX SUPPORT CONSULTATION. 

 

             RESOLVED: That the Parish Council would not wish to see any reduction in the current  

                                      level of support. 

 

 153/25 IW COUNCIL BUDGET CONSULTATION. 

 

             RESOLVED: That no submission be made. 

 

 154/25 IW COUNCIL TRANSPORT PLAN CONSULTATION. 

 

             RESOLVED: That consideration be deferred to the November meeting. 

 

 155/25 IW COUNCIL SCHOOL TRANSPORT CONSULTATION. 

 

             RESOLVED: That consideration be deferred to the November meeting. 

 

 156/25 BEST KEPT VILLAGE AWARDS 



             The Chairman reported that Alverstone had received the Best Kept Small Village Award for   

             2025, the award it had also achieved in 2024.  

             

             RESOLVED: The prize money of £150 be donated to Alverstone Village Hall. GH 

                    

 157/25 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

             The date of the next meeting was confirmed to be Monday 17th November 2025.  

           

 

                 The meeting closed at 8.10pm 

 

          

                                                                   CHAIRMAN                                    17th November 2025 

                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 


