Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

We acknowledge as the members of:

NEWCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangemenits for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, fo the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Stalements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

1. Wia have md in place arangements for efiective financial
managemenl during the year, and for the preparaiion of
e accounling Stalements.

prepared its accouniing statements i accordance
with the Accounts and Audif Regulaiions.

2. We maintained an adeguale system of inlemail conlrol
including measures designad fo prevent and detect fraud
and comupiion and reviewsd s elleclivensss,

made propaer arangements and acrepted repponsibility
for safeguzrding the publs money &0d rEEOURTSS
s clrange.

3. ¥ie took all reasonable sieps fo assure ourselres
that there are no matters of actual or poteatisl
non-gomaliance with laws, regulafions and Proper
Practines that could have a significant francial efiec
on the ahility of this aulhosily 1o condwe s
business or manags ils Tmances.

has only done what i has the legal power 1o do aad haz
complied with Propar Praclices in doing &0

4. Wa provided proper apportunily duning the year far
The exercze of eledors' fghls in accordance with the
regurements of the Avcounts and Audit Regulaiions.

diurivig the year gave all persons inferested the opporlunily 1o
inspact and ask guestions aboul this awlhornly's Sccourds.

5. We camied owl an assesemanl ol e rsks lacing this
authority and took appropeite sleps o manage thoss
risks, including the mbroduction of intesnal controls andiar

considersd and doowumeried the financial and other rske &
faves and deall with them propedy.

6, We mamizined froughoul the year an adeguale and
effeciive system of intemal awdit of 1he aocopating
records and conbiol Syshems,

arranged for @ compefent parson, independand of the financial
contrale and procedues, fo give an olyecing wivw o0 wheiher
imemal corrols meat the needs of this smalier authodly,

7. We look appropriale action on all matiers rased
in tepors friom imemal and exiernal audit.

responded fo matters brought fo #s atiandion by idemal aed
extemal audil.

5. We conzidered whather any lifigalion, habililes o
commitments, events or trensaciions, cotuming ellher
during or after iha year-end, bave a feancial impact on
this aufhority and, whare apgiopeale, have ingluded them
in The accoumig sElewents,

8, {For kol counciie only) Tras! fusds inchuding
charilalile. In our capacity as the sole managing
tushes we discharged our accountability
responsthilities for the fund{s)/'assets, nchwding
financial reporfing and, i reguired, independent
examinaiion or audit.

disciosed everyliing il should hove about its business activity
during the year incladeg evenls laking place after the year
ard if refevarl

has gl &l of &5 responribilfies where, as a body
corporate, i i A sole managing fusfee of a focal
et or frrsis.

v

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each “No' response and describa
how the authority will address the weaknesses idenfified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statemant.

This Annual Governance Siatement was approved ala Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
megting of the authority on: approval was givan:
19/05/2025 L. yps
and recorded ag minute reference: ir
g%llﬂ'{n) - C‘,Dg\je_:{:f‘_“h@_m;

www.newchurchparish.co.uk




Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

NEWCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL

Tols! balances and reserves &l the beginning of the year

1. Balances brought

forwarnd 35,948 35,339 =s recordad in the financial records. Value must agree io
Box T of previous year

2. (+) Precep! or Rates and Total amount of precep! (or for IDBs rates and lovies)
Levies 20,000 21,500 received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

repeived.

3. {+) Tolal other receipls Todal income or recejpis as recorded in the cashbook less

2,328 4,071| the precept or rateslevies received fline 2). Include any
grants received.

4. {-) Stafl costs Total expendilune or payments made fo and on behalf

5 B84 6.122! of ail employess. Include gross salarss and wages,
5 : emplopers NI confribufions, employers pension
cortributions, graluifies and severance payments.

5. [-) Loan interesticapital Tolal expendiiure or payments of capital and inferest
repayments 0 Ol made during the yesr on the authonly’s borrowings (i any).

6. {-) Al oiher payments Tofal expenditure or payments as recorded a the cash-

17,053 14,620 book fess stalf costs {line 4) and loan interesticapital
repayments {line 5).

7. {=) Balances carmriad Tolal batanoes and resenes al the end of e year. Must
forward 35,339 40,168 cqual (1+243) - {445+6).

8. Total value of cash and l The sum of all currernd and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investiments 35,339 40,168 holdings and shorf ferm investments held as af 31 March—

To agres with bank reconciliation.

%, Total fined assels plus The value of all the propery the aufhonty owns — if is made
long term investmenis 242 583 242 583 up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assals 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as al 31 March of all loans

0 0| from third parties (including PWLS).

For Local Councils Only

11a. Disclosure noie re Trusi funds
{including charitahle)

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
[including charitable}

The Council, 35 3 body corporate, acts a5 sole frusfes and
is responsitie for managing Trust funds or assefs.

The figures in the accourding sfatements above

exciide any Trust fransactions,

| carfify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting
Statemeants in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Retum have baen prapared on aither a receipis and payments
of income and expendiure basis following the guidancs in
‘Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Practilioners’ Guide 1o Proper Praclices and presant Rairy
the financial posilion of this authorly.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being

presented to the for approval
WE*%I}I

s 19/05/2025

| confirm that these Accounting Staiements were
approved by this authority on this date:

19/05/2025

as recorded in minute reference:

g3 |25 ()

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
‘Statements were/ Spproved

P




Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25

In respect of Newchurch Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A limited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02 as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
 confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2024/25

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have
come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

In the prior year, the smaller authority was exempt from review, therefore we have not reviewed any evidence to support the prior year
comparatives on the AGAR.

The smaller authority’s reserves appear excessive as, after accounting for the earmarked reserves, general reserves are greater than
annual expenditure. A smaller authority has no specific right to accumulate funds via the precept. The smaller authority should ensure
that it has regard to the level of reserves held when considering future precept requests and as part of their annual budgeting process.
Any earmarked reserves should also be considered and formally approved by the smaller authority.

Internal Auditor answered 'Yes' to Objective F, but the small authority does not hold petty cash. The internal auditor should have
answered 'not covered'.

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2025.

External Auditor Name

BDO LLP Southampton

DocuSigned by:

External Auditor Signature ﬁpﬁ- P Date

467DFB746A8A428...
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