                 NEWCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL

                                                                     Clerk  Gareth Hughes

                       Westfield House, Shore Road, Ventnor, Isle of Wight PO38 1RF  Tel 01983 853232

A  MEETING OF NEWCHURCH PARISH  COUNCIL  WAS  HELD AT THE  PARISH  HALL, NEWCHURCH, AT  7.00 PM ON  MONDAY 18TH JANUARY 2016. 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Councillors Bevan, Davison, Earley, Harris, Llewellyn, Rouse, Richards and Vincent.
7.30pm to 7.45pm  time allocated for residents of Newchurch Parish to speak to the Council on Parish matters.
At the commencement of  the meeting at 7pm Councillor Llewellyn presented a slideshow on an Age Friendly project which was being proposed for the Island. It was agreed that the outcome of the piloting of the project be observed before taking any further action on involvement.
 Two members of the public were in attendance who  asked  if the Council could encourage better use of the   

  noticeboards in promoting local clubs and events  It was agreed that the Clerk write to the NPS &CC to see 
  if there was any interest in resuming a community directory.
                                                                              MINUTES
1/16    TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
                                                                                                None
2/16    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

                                                                           None      
3/16    MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 21ST DECEMBER  2015.
            On the proposition of Councillor Vincent seconded by Councillor Richards  it was –

            RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting on 21st December be approved.
4/16    TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE FINANCIAL REPORTS
            On the proposition of Councillor  Bevan seconded by Councillor Llewellyn it was –
            RESOLVED: (i)  To approve the accounts for December 2015.
                                    (ii) To approve payment of cheque numbers 2313 to 2318
5/16   ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCILLORS REPORT
           Councillor Richards advised on the filling of some potholes at Three Cross and on the budget situation of the 

           Isle of Wight Council. He advised that future resources may mean difficulty in achieving statutory service 

           levels eg £8 million per annum was required to assist a total of just 200 people receiving Adult Care.   
           RESOLVED: That the report be noted.
6/16   PARISH COUNCILLORS  REPORTS
          Councillor Earley advised that there were no longer any crime reports. There  had been two ALERT notices,

          but containing nothing of any consequence. He advised that he had produced a sign to regulate the use of the 

          noticeboards and it was agreed to place such on each noticeboard.

          Councillor Harris reported on the poor condition of certain Rights of Way.

          Councillor Bevan reported on a request he had received from a resident regarding the condition of the 

          Alverstone noticeboard. It was agreed to ask Mr Rackett to attend to any required noticeboard repairs.       
          Councillor Vincent advised that Island Roads had attended to potholes at Harbors Lake Lane and that new
          potholes had occured near Wacklands Lane.

          Councillor Davison reported that highway works scheduled in October at Langbridge remained to be 

          undertaken and that the  reactive speed sign was still obscured. Reynolds & Read vehicles were still frequent 

          users of the High Street and it was agreed to write to them advising of the impact this was having on the 

          highway. She had walked Newchurch Shute and asked that necessary gully clearance works be advised to 

          Island Roads. Crime reports were on the agenda for the IWALC meeting and IWALC  had agreed to lobby 

          the government re the  financial situation of the Isle of Wight Council arising from austerity measures and 

          reduced grant funding. Newchurch School had achieved a high standard of assessment and it was agreed to 

          write to the Head Teacher  on the Parish Councils recognition of this achievement (Councillors Richards & 
          Vincent declared an  interest in this decision).
          RESOLVED: That the above reports be noted and the Clerk write to Island Roads regarding all highway 

                                    issues raised, to the Headteacher regarding the schools standards achievement and to 

                                    Reynolds & Read re impact of vehicles..
7/16   CLERK TO REPORT ON CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED PRIOR TO THE MEETING  
           The circulated list of correspondence was considered and it was agreed to pass the request from Island 

           Bikeworks to the school to see if they could assist with the proposed event.

           RESOLVED: That the correspondence be noted.
8/16   PLANNING APPLICATIONS
           The following  applications were considered –
            1. TCP?32317/A: Land at Mersley Gardens, Mersley Lane, Newchurch. Variation of condition to allow sale 
                 of horse semen, and rearing and sale of any offspring related to that semen.   

            2. TCP/159159/L: Land at and adjacent to Devonia, Dyers Lane, Newchurch. Conversion of former 

                 workshop/store to residential unit with vehicular access and parking.  

            3.TCP/07955/H: Hill Farm, Skinners Hill, Newchurch. Removal of condition which restricts the use of 
                Barn A to holiday accommodation.

             4.TCP/05294/C: 3 Forest Road, Winford. Demolition of conservatory, alterations,single storey extension at 
                 rear to form additional living accommodation with dormer on rear elevation
           RESOLVED:  1. To support applications 1 & 4 above.
                                    2. To object to application 2 on the basis of  access, visibility and highway safety.

                                    3. To object to item 3 as it should remain  approved as holiday accommodation.

9/16    PLANNING DECISIONS
            There had been no decisions since the last meeting.

10/16  PARISH HALL WORKS
            Councillor Bevan reported on the proposed guttering replacement. The owner of the neighbouring property 

            had enquired regarding the possible renting of part of the land at the rear of the Parish Hall, for which a 

            site inspection was agreed.  
            RESOLVED: That Councillor Bevan advise the contractor to proceed with standard  black og and to 

                                     invoice the Parish Council with the cost of materials and  his standard labour rates.
11/16      CAR PARK AT SCHOOL LANE              
                Advice from NALC had been that in the current circumstances trespass was the best option of  legal
                enforcement of having vehicles removed from the site. A parking order could only be set by the Isle of 

                Wight Council (IWC) as the highway authority. After consideration it was agreed to pass the Parish 

                Councils parking conditions to the IWC and request that an order be implemented.
                A discussion took place on the ongoing need for replacement fence panels on the western boundary,

                which was costing significant sums on an annual basis. It was agreed that the current fencing be totally 

                replaced with more secure fencing incorporating wooden posts and concrete spurs.

                RESOLVED: 1.To write to the IWC requesting the implementation of an order in respect of car 
                                               parking. 
                                         2. To seek quotations/ tenders for the replacement of the current fencing.
12/16      LAND ADJACENT TO THE COMMUNITY GARDEN.

                No ownership of the land had been established    
                RESOLVED: To take steps to register the land in the Parish Councils ownership.
 13/16      IWC DISCRETIONARY SERVICES 

                A communication had been received from IWC regarding the devolution of discretionary services. to  

                Parish & Town Councils. There were no services affecting Newchurch Parish Council contained in the 

                 proposals for the 2016-17 financial year.

                RESOLVED: That the communication be noted..
  14/16      PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY
                  It was agreed more information was needed on this item.

                  RESOLVED: To defer this item to a future meeting. 

   15/16     COMMUNITY GRANT OPTIONS
                  The grant of £5,000 relating to the Solar Panels at Shanklin Road was available for local projects.
                  Councillor Earley suggested this could be used for the installation of defribulators in certain 

                  locations .but operational  were  identified as being impractical on a day to day basis. The purchase of

                  new benches/ seating was also considered as an option for expending the grant. 

                  RESOLVED: That Councillors advise the Clerk on options for consideration at the February meeting. 
    16/16    BUDGET & PRECEPT 2016-17.

                  The Clerk had previously circulated a budget for the 2016-17 financial year. The budget included a 

                  substantial sum to assist with supporting the community bus service and this remained unspent in the 

                  current financial year. It was agreed the Clerk would contact the co-ordinator of community bus for an 

                  update of their current financial requirements.

                 RESOLVED:  That the budget be approved and the gross precept remain at £18,000. This consisted of 

                                         Local Council Tax Support Grant of £970 and £17,030 to be charged to the local taxbase 

                                         representing a Band D Council Tax of £16.55.                  

     17/16    ADOPTION OF VEXATION POLICY

                   The Chairman had circulated a Vexation Policy for consideration by the Council. After consideration 

                   of the content it was –

                    RESOLVED: That the Vexation Policy be adopted. 
     18/16     REPORT OF SUB COMMITTEE ON CHURCH MATTERS

                    The Sub Committee comprising Councillors Davison, Bevan and Llewellyn had met on Friday 8th 

                    January 2016. The purpose of the meeting was to decide what course of action was needed regarding 

                     the  Churchyard and the Parish Chest. A substantial examination of Parish records had not provided 

                     any evidence that responsibility for maintenance of the churchyard had been passed to the Parish 

                     Council. It was noted that the Parish Council minutes stated that a a book titled ‘ The Cavaliers 

                     Lady’ had been gifted to the Parish Council on 28th May 1954 and it had been placed in the Parish 
                     Chest in the Vestry for safekeeping. After consideration of the Sub Committee report it was –
                     RESOLVED: 1. That a letter containing a ‘Statement of Facts’ be sent to the Church.
                                             2. A letter be sent to the Church requesting the return of the book ‘The Cavaliers Lady’
     19/16      DATE OF NEXT MEETING

                    The next monthly meeting of the Parish Council would take place at 7.30pm on Monday 15th February 

                    2016 in  the Parish Hall.
                   The meeting closed at 9.10pm.  
                                                                                                                              CHAIRMAN 
                                                                                                                              15TH FEBRUARY 2016                                    
