                 NEWCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL

                                                                     Clerk  Gareth Hughes

                       Westfield House, Shore Road, Ventnor, Isle of Wight PO38 1RF  Tel 01983 853232

A MEETING OF NEWCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL  WAS HELD AT THE  PARISH  HALL, NEWCHURCH, AT  7.30 PM ON  MONDAY 18THST FEBRUARY 2013. 
7.30pm to 7.45pm  time allocated for residents of Newchurch Parish to speak to the Council on Parish matters.

                                                                         MINUTES
  18/13    TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.

                                                                                                  Councillors Jenkins and Rouse.                                                                               
  19/13    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
                                                                              None
  20/13   TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 21st January 2013.             
              RESOLVED: That the minutes be approved.   
  20A/13 POLICE REPORT

              Two officers of Hampshire Constabulary attended the meeting and reported on recent

              activity in the Parish and in particular traffic speeding actions. The Council thanked the 

              officers for their attendance.
  21/13   TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE FINANCIAL REPORTS.
              RESOLVED: a) To approve the financial report for January 2013
                                     b) To approve payment of cheques 2047 to 2050. 
  22/13   ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCILLORS REPORT.

              Councillor Richards reported on the following matters –

              The rectification of a breach of planning control at Thornbury.

              That planning enforcement was temporarily being headed by IWC officer Linda Allen

              The possibility of a bus shelter at Apse Heath

              That a Community Group had applied for Sandown Airport to be registered as a Community Asset.  
             RESOLVED:   That the report be noted.
  23/13   PARISH COUNCILLORS REPORTS.

              Councillor Bevan reported on his attendance at an IWC planning seminar and advised on

              several pertinent matters affecting local planning decisions. He advised on the need of 

              urgent lighting repairs at the Parish Hall. Councillor Bevan also passed on to the Parish

              Council the regards of PC Nick Massey who had previously been the Hampshire Police Authority

              representative to the Parish. 

              Councillor Vincent reported on the increasing usage of the High Street and Shute of container

              vehicles which could present a hazard to local traffic and pedestrians.

              Councillor Davison had circulated a report from the latest LAG meeting and reported on the

               dumping of paint at the layby at Watery Lane. The need for a replacement noticeboard in Newchurch

              High Street was agreed.
              RESOLVED: That the reports be noted and that the Clerk take the following action –
(i) To engage an electrician to provide lighting repairs at the Parish Hall,
and to advise upon any appropriate electrical  improvements.

(ii) To write to Environmental Health regarding the dumping of paint.

(iii) To obtain prices for a replacement noticeboard.

  24/13   CLERK TO REPORT ON CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED PRIOR TO THE MEETING.

               A list of correspondence had been circulated prior to the meeting. Councillor Richards had responded to 
              the communication from Mr W Steward.
             RESOLVED: That the correspondence be noted and that the Clerk write to Highways regarding any

                                       possible action to reduce the number of container vehicles passing through the village..
   25/13  THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS WERE CONSIDERED –

               TCP/30788/B: Siting at Sandown Airport, Scotchells Brook, Sandown. Retention of mobile catering unit.
              RESOLVED: To make no comment on the application.
   26/13  TO NOTE  ANY PLANNING DECISIONS MADE SINCE THE LAST MEETING.
              TCP/11353/E: Sunny Brow, Winford Road, Change of use from residential to funeral directors.
                                     Refused.

             RESOLVED:  That the decision be noted.   

   27/13  CAR PARK ENFORCEMENT
              The Clerk had sought advice from the Hampshire Association of Local Councils. It was noted that there 

             were no parking enforcement issues at the current time.  
              RESOLVED: No action be taken pending the receipt of advice.
  28/13    COMMUNITY BUS SERVICE – TO RECEIVE ANY UPDATE
               No further update had been received. It was recognised that there was an on going need for more 

               volunteer drivers to make the service sustainable.
               RESOLVED:  The Clerk investigate the potential use of Economic Improvement Fund monies
                                        on the service in the 2013-14 financial year, and that further efforts be made to 
                                        engage volunteer drivers.

  29/13   YOUTH CLUB – FINANCIAL SETTLEMENT

               The Chairman had contacted Me Paul Topping regarding any sums that may be due to be paid by the 
              Parish Council. No indication of sums owed had been received. 
               RESOLVED:  (i) That Mr Topping be advised that should no sums be claimed, then the available grant  

                                      money would be returned to its provider, the Newchurch Sport & Community 

                                      Association and that any future claim would need to be made to that organisation.
                                     (ii) That any rent due to the Methodist Church be identified. 
  30/13    BURIAL CHARGES
               The clerk advised that there had been no increase in charges since April 2011.
               RESOLVED: That burial charges for the 2013-14 financial year be considered at the

                                      March meeting and that the Clerk circulate local comparative charges

                                      for information.
  31/13   PARISH RECORDS – COST OF COPYING

              The Chairman updated on the need for the photocopying of records.

              RESOLVED; That the costs of photocopying records be met from the administration budget.
  32/13   GRAVEYARD ISSUES

              It was reported that a small number of grave sites to the right of the cemetery path had sunken.

              There was concern that the early cutting of grass at the churchyard had been detrimental to

              its appearance, in particular the effect on the  the show of winter flowers. This concern had been

              by voiced by a number of local residents. 

              RESOLVED: (i) The Clerk liase with undertakers for the placement of earth to level the the graves.

                                     (ii) The Clerk advise the contractor that the annual first cut of grass should not be

                                           undertaken until the daffodil flowering period had ended.

               The Clerk advised that a Burial Register was contained on the website and that he was the custodian of

              a parchment map of the cemetery site displaying all grave locations.
  33/13   TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING.
               RESOLVED: That the date of the next meeting will be Monday 18th March 2013                                
                                               The meeting closed at 8.46pm.  
                                                                                                   CHAIRMAN 
                                                                                                    18TH MARCH 2013                                    
